
 

 

 
 
 

What is ICANN? 
 

We don’t often think about it… you simply type a web name or address into your browser and you are 
taken to the exact place where you want to go.  It happens billions of times a day all around the world.  
The internet address system works because ICANN works. The Internet as we know it, depends on an 
amazing global coordination of addresses and names.   
 
Quite simply, that global coordination afforded by ICANN translates to a secure and stable Internet.  
 
ICANN is non-profit public benefit corporation with offices in the U.S., Europe and Asia Pacific. It is a 
unique global entity. Its policies and practices are generated by committees, like those meeting here in 
Sydney.  
 
The committees consist of members of the public, users, technical experts, business representatives and 
legal experts. They discuss and debate ideas and plans and then make recommendations.  The policies of 
ICANN are literally grown from the bottom up.  In short, ICANN is very much a grass roots organization. 
 
ICANN’s meetings take place in a different global location three times each year and are always free.  
Since our formation 10 years ago, tens of thousands of people have attended our international conferences 
in locations ranging from Tokyo, to Mexico City to Sydney.  
 
 

 

 


